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The 48th edition of  "Umoristi a Marostica" International Graphic Competition 

 
 

The announcement of the "Umoristi a Marostica 2018" International Competition, the Humorous Graphic Competition 
which has reached its 48th edition, has just started. The theme is WATER ... Water as a source of life, as a primordial 
element. The philosopher Thales called it the "principle of being" by identifying the original principle (arch) in the 
water, which he considered to be the source, substance and ultimate end of reality. Water, in addition to its 
philosophical, religious or scientific meanings, has many implications with work, with society, with nature, always, but 
especially in our daily reality and for the issues connected to it.  
Water is beginning to run low, putting at risk in some areas, the survival of nature and man himself.  
One might ask: if the problem of water is so serious and urgent, how can one laugh at it? Since the beginning of its 
activity, the Graphic Group has always favored themes that may reflect, perhaps with a smile, and with incisive and 
interpretive methods that only a wordless image can arouse. Furthermore, since the topic "water" has completely 
different meanings depending on the reality and context in which we insert it, what better opportunity to make it the 
theme of an International Competition!  
 
This year the author's exhibition will be dedicated to Alberto Simioni, comic artist, founder of the Breganzecomics 
group, still active today. Born on 30 April 1951, Simioni begins by creating the strip of Don Gerone for a local 
newspaper. After a long period of work at the Carlo Peroni studio in Milan, in the seventies and eighties, he created 
several comic series, including “La comparsa”, Tony Zanòn, Father Poi, China, Ping Pong, Ivan, Cinaflash, Cinakid, 
Rino, angel yes and no, The knight Mark. He collaborates with several Catholic periodicals for young people like “
Piccolo Missionario” and “the Messenger of the Boys”, until he arrives at “Il Giornalino”.  
On the famous weekly Editions Paoline begins a new publication whose protagonist is the character of Gigitex, the 
blonde “pistolero” with a heart of gold. It is a comic book that in the west, all Italian, does not propose, transfigured, 
the "small world" of the Veneto province with its typical figures as well as its alter-ego Gigifat. On 21 February 1990, 
just 38 years old, Alberto Simioni died, but his comics are still current and, over time, several exhibitions have been 
realized: in 1991, 1997, 2006, 2009, 2014. 
 
In June 2016, th “Alberto Simioni Park” was inaugurated in Breganze, the second park in Italy furnished with giant 
portraits of comic characters. In the meantime, the re-publication of his comics has also started and in 2017 the book “
The west of Gigitex”(Festina Lente Edizioni of Ferrara) was published, which collects the stories designed by Simioni 
between 1982 and 1988. The introduction to the volume is from Giuseppe Pollicelli, journalist, poet and Italian film 
director, considered one of the most prominent names in the field of comic strip criticism.    
 
 
 
 
Awarding of the winners of the Competition and inauguration of the exhibition: Saturday 19 May at 5.00 pm at 
the council chamber of the lower castle of Marostica.  
 
Exhibition, at the exhibition halls of the lower castle, from 19 May to 17 June opening hours: 9.00-12.00 / 15.00-
18.00- closed on Monday. 
 
 
For information: Ass. Pro Marostica, Piazza Castello, 1- tel. 0424-72127 or mail at the mail adress: 
umoristiamarostica@gmail.com 
 


